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Teaching Spelling
We use Spelling Shed to support our teaching of spelling. The medium term plans cover the objectives from the National Curriculum for each year group. Children begin to learn spelling rules once they are secure in phonics. Spelling is taught using etymology (the origins of words), orthography (patterns of letters) and morphology (structure of words to give meaning).  
Statutory spelling lists are split into individual year groups and are taught weekly in a separate lesson. 

Home Learning 
Spellings linked to the rule that has been taught are sent home weekly. Children are expected to practise these words daily. There are examples of different strategies for how to do this included in the front of their spelling book and children may bring additional resources home too. All spelling books must be in school on the day of their spelling test as this will be completed in the back. 
Year 2-4 will receive 10 spellings each week (8 from the rule and 2 statutory words)
Year 5-6 will receive 15 spellings each week (10-13 using the rule and 3-5 statutory words)
If your child is struggling with this and needs further support, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 
Spelling test
Spellings will be tested each week and this will be completed in the back of their spelling book. This is a good opportunity to celebrate your child’s successes. It would be useful to continue to practise any words that have been spelt incorrectly. 
Spelling Lessons
Children have two spelling lessons each week; a spelling rule lesson and a statutory spelling word lesson. 
Spelling rule lessons follow a 4-part sequence which includes reviewing the previous week, identifying the rule, explicit teaching of the rule and time for independent application. 
Our teaching of spelling links closely to our phonics and reading strategies to ensure links between decoding and encoding are made.


Key Vocabulary
Prefix
Letters that go in front of a base word and change its     meaning, for example, ‘un-‘ (happy/unhappy, ‘dis-‘ (appear/disappear)
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 A string of letters that go at the end of a base word, changing or adding to its meaning. Suffixes can also show if a word is a noun, verb, adjective or adverb. 
Syllable 
A sequence of speech sounds in a word. The number of syllables in a word sounds like the ‘beats’ in the word. For example, one-syllable words include words such as, ‘dog’, ‘cat’, ‘walk’ and ‘bath’; two-syllable words include, ‘teacher’ and ‘Christmas’; three-syllable words include, ‘beautiful’, ‘manager’.
Base word 
A basic word with no prefix or suffix added to it.
Phoneme  
A sound which makes up all or part of a word. For example, the word ‘light’ is made up of the phonemes: ‘l’, ‘igh’ and ‘t’.

Segment  
 To break up spoken words into their separate sounds.
Synonyms  
A word which has exactly or nearly the same meaning as another word. 
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