STOPSLEY NEWS

ALL ABOUT STOPSLEY COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY 11th Sept 2026

Dear Parents,

It has been wonderful to have the children in school for the full week. We are proud to see how well they have settled into their
new year groups, getting to know the routines and staff. There has been a lovely atmosphere around school, with children
showing enthusiasm, curiosity and excitement about the year ahead. We are particularly proud of our EYFS children, many of
whom have started school for the very first time. We have seen lots of happy faces, brave goodbyes and growing confidence
as they have begun to find their feet.

For those who may not know, alongside my role | do work with Ofsted, which means | have the opportunity to visit a number of
different schools. This gives me a valuable insight into education across a range of settings. However, it is always a real
privilege to return to Stopsley. There is something very special about seeing our children learning, playing and growing
together, and | feel lucky to be part of our school community.

We have introduced our new whole-school learning behaviour: Independence. We want our children to develop the confidence
to have a go, make choices, solve problems and take responsibility for themselves and their learning. Independence can look
different depending on a child's age. Please look out for your child showing independence at home and praise them.

the moment as teachers plan exciting opportunities for their classes, including trips and visitors
to school. We will be sharing this information with parents soon, including any payment

schedules, so you all know what is ahead this year for your children. This helps us all best ¢
prepare.

We are looking forward to our clubs starting soon. There is lots happening behind the scenes at |NDEPENDENEE

Please remember that our school office is always here to help. If you have a question, are unsure
about something or simply need some help, please do speak to the office team or any staff that
you see outside at drop off or pick up.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. It has been a fantastic first full week.

Mr Fordham STGPSLEYE;W
Headteacher
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Pupil Leadship Team visiting the Houses of Parliament

Before and after school clubs start

Whole school flu vaccination Parent’s Evening 3.00 - 6.15pm

Year 6 PGL trip Last day of school for half term

Parent’s Evening 3.00 - 6.15pm Back to school
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Enrolment is Monday 21“ September in the Family Hut.
Course runs from 5" October, 9am - llam.
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If any belong to your child please ask
them to come to the office and collect
them.
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A few of Mrs O'Connor's favourite things...

Favourite holiday destination: Canada. Mrs
O'Connor visited Kelowna for a wedding and
describes it as absolutely stunning.
Favourite food: Italian and Thai, although if she's
eating out Italian-style, she'd choose arancini
followed by a really good carbonara.
Favourite film: Practical Magic — and she was very
excited about the upcoming sequel!
Favourite song: Don't Stop Me Now by Queen.
Favourite colour: Duck egg blue.
Favourite perfume: Chanel Mademoiselle.
Favourite board game: Monopoly —
2 ) ) despite admitting that it goes on forever!

&, [ J J ’ :/J J Favourite animal: Ducks.
/ , ' X i/'/ Y Favourite restaurant: The Ivy.
J J;)/ And if Mrs O'Connor won the lottery? She'd

HR and Medical Administrator treat herself to a Porsche! ) D

This week, we're getting to know Mrs
0O'Connor, our HR and Medical Administrator, a
. We discovered a few things we didn't know...
1
little better! Mrs O'Connor is the youngest of five children, with
three sisters and one brother. She also taught herself to play the

When she's not helping to keep the school office drums after starting out by, in her words, “just banging on the
running smoothly, Mrs O'Connor enjoys gemng out for saucepans”. Her mum eventually bought her a drum kit — although

- . . apparently she later regretted that decision!
a long countryside walk. She tries to do a 90-minute S L : =
walk every weekend and loves discovering new places One of Mrs O'Connor's stories is that she once moved to Manchester
— Willen Lake was a recent favourite. for two years, starting afresh. She was transferred there through her

job at Luton Airport becoming a cutomer services manager. She
turned the department around and even won a trip to Paris for her

She's also a big football fan and supports both Luton efforts!

Town and Manchester City. When it comes to music,
Mrs O'Connor is just as varied: her Spotify might And then there's the story of ‘Debbie Duck'...
feature anything from a chilled Sunday playlist to

dance and garage! When she was younger, Mrs 0'Connor wrote a note to her now

husband and accidentally put it through the wrong door. When the
recipient realised the mistake, she sent it on to Mrs O'Connor's
address — but addressed the envelope to “Debbie Duck”. Mrs
0'Connor had signed the original note that way as this was her
nickname because there were several Debbies in her friendship
group!

What is Mrs O'Connor like at work?
Mrs O'Connor's typical day is a mixture of checking school office emails, answering phone calls, dealing with
parents' medical queries, supporting staff and generally keeping on top of the endless stream of admin that
comes through the school office.

But when we asked what the best thing about her job is, her answer was simple: her colleagues in the office.

She also loves watching the children grow and develop over the years, saying that she particularly enjoys seeing them blossom.

Mrs O'Connor's hidden talent...

Sadly, Mrs O'Connor claims she doesn't have one anymore — although she used to be able to do Donald Duck impressions!

Her worst habits? Making weird noises and talking to herself.

Her most embarrassing school moments involve being somewhat accident-prone, including falling off chairs, putting her feet in bins and once falling down

some steps. On that occasion, when a colleague came to help her, they ended up laughing so much that the colleague tripped over Mrs O'Connor and fell on top

of her!

And finally...
If Mrs O'Connor could meet anyone from history, she'd choose Winston Churchill, as she'd love to learn more about the decisions he made during World War I1.
If she became Prime Minister tomorrow, her first law would be: “No social media for anyone under the age of 18!" And the advice she'd give her 10-year-old self?
“Don't doubt yourself, and don't listen to other people's opinions of you. Just be yourself and go out and do what you want to do.”

Wise words, Mrs O'Connor!
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